A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
The German protest against all this had previously resulted
in the French yielding to the Germans a portion of their
territory in Central Africa, and submitting to the humiliation
of dismissing their Foreign Minister at the demand of the
German Government. Official and public declarations had
been made in England sympathetic with the French side in the
quarrel and warning Germany indirectly of the disfavour with
which this country regarded the continued increase in German
naval power.
By the end of May 1913 hostilities in the Balkans were con-
cluded by a peace in which Turkey admitted her defeat, sur-
rendering much the greater part of her European territory to
the Balkan States bordering upon it, but retaining possession of
Constantinople.
This peace, however, did not check the rapid progress
towards an outbreak of general European war. A second con-
fused war in the Balkans followed, in which Russia appeared
more and more as the antagonist of Austria, which Power had
behind it the German Empire.
The critical point in this peril was the attitude of Great
Britain.   The Prussian General Staff, which was conducting
the plans of Germany and her allies, calculated that the forces
at their disposal could be certain of victory over the forces of
the French and Russians combined.   Italy was still Germany's
ally, and Russia was not industrialized and therefore very weak
in modern war material, which was wholly insufficient for the
equipment of her huge forces; moreover, her mobilization was
necessarily very slow from the condition and paucity of her
railway facilities, and the vast spaces with which she had to
deal.    There was  no formal  alliance between  France and
England.   The English Government had carefully emphasized
its freedom from any tie requiring it to enter upon a war on
the side of France.   Further, the eternal Irish difficulty had
taken on a most acute form.   A Home Rule Bill was due to
become law by the autumn of 1914, but the Orange Protestants
of Ulster, in the north-east, had proclaimed their intention of
rebellion if the law were passed.   They were supported by a
great weight of English opinion, and were permitted to import
arms.   Further, officers of the British forces in Ireland had
resigned rather than cany out the coining law.    It was not
thought in Germany that in any circumstances Great Britain
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